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HISTORY OF TOWSON UNIVERSITY 
NEW EMPLOYEE ORIENTATION 
GIVEN ALTERNATE 3RD FRIDAY OF 
THE MONTH BETWEEN FEBRUARY 
2008 AND JUNE 2012 
MARYLAND STATE NORMAL 
SCHOOL (MSNS) ERA 
1866-1935 
Great Baltimore 
Fire, 1904 
U.S. Civil War, 
1861-1865 
Women’s Right to Vote, 
1920 
World War One, 
1914-1918 
The Great Depression , 
1929-1933 
Spanish Influenza 
Pandemic, 1918 
Alexander Graham 
Bell & the Telephone, 
1876 
MSNS PRINCIPALS 
M.A. Newell 
1866-1890 
E.B. Prettyman 
1890-1905 
George W. Ward 
1905-1909 
Sarah E. Richmond 
1909-1917 
Henry S. West 
1917-1920 
Lida Lee Tall 
1920-1935 
MSNS ACADEMIC PROGRAM 
1866: 1-YEAR DIPLOMA 
1935: 4-YEAR B.S. 
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE  
MSNS ENROLLMENT 
1866: 11 GRADS 
  1935: 371 STUDENTS  
3,400% INCREASE  
OVER 69 YEARS 
1ST LOCATION 
RED MEN’S HALL 
1866-1872 
4TH LOCATION:  
TOWSON CAMPUS 
1915-PRESENT 
2ND LOCATION 
ATHENAEUM CLUB 
1872-1875 
3RD LOCATION: 
CARROLLTON BUILDING 
1876-1915 
MSNS CAMPUSES 
STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE ERA 
1935-1963 
Dust Bowl, 
1930-1936 
World War Two, 1939-1945  
Housing Boom, 1945-1960 
Elvis Presley on Ed Sullivan, 
1956 
Increase of women in 
factories,  1940-1944 
Little Rock Nine, 1957 
STC PRESIDENTS 
Lida Lee Tall 
1935-1938 
M. Theresa Wiedefeld 
1938-1947 
Earle T. Hawkins 
1947-1963 
STC ACADEMIC PROGRAM 
1935: 4-YEAR B.S. 
1946: JUNIOR COLLEGE PROGRAM 
1943: ACCELERATED PROGRAM 
1958: GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OFFERS M.ED. 
1963: B.A. DEGREE ADDED, 
LIBERAL ARTS COURSE OF 
STUDY 
1963: 1747 STUDENTS 
 
STC ENROLLMENT 
1935: 371 STUDENTS  400% INCREASE  
OVER 28 YEARS 
STC CAMPUS 
9 NEW BUILDINGS: WIEDEFELD GYMNASIUM, WARD & WEST, 1ST 
ALBERT S. COOK LIBRARY, PRETTYMAN, ADMINISTRATION, LIDA 
LEE TALL SCHOOL, 7800 YORK RD., DOWELL HEALTH CENTER 
TOWSON STATE COLLEGE  
(TSC) ERA 
1963-1976 
Assassinations of John F. Kennedy, 1963, 
and Robert F. Kennedy, 1968 
The Beatles, 1960-1970 
1970s Energy Crisis 
Student Protests, 1970s 
Fall of Saigon, 1975 
Baltimore Race Riot, 1968 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Assassinated, 1968 
TSC PRESIDENTS 
James  L. Fisher 
1969-1976 
Earle T. Hawkins 
1963-1969 
TSC ACADEMIC PROGRAM 
1963: LIBERAL ARTS 
COLLEGE AND TEACHER ED. 
1974: TSC AWARDS FIRST 
B.S. IN NURSING 
1971: ARTS & SCIENCES PROGRAM 
AT UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL 
TSC EXPANDS OFFERINGS IN 
ARTS & SCIENCES, MAINTAINS 
STRONG TEACHER 
EDUCATION PROGRAM 
TSC ENROLLMENT 
1976: 16,427 STUDENTS 
(INCL. EVENING STUDENTS AND GRADUATE 
STUDENTS) 
1963: 1,747 STUDENTS  
940% INCREASE  
OVER 13 YEARS 
TSC CAMPUS 
11 NEW BUILDINGS: SCARBOROUGH, SMITH, LINTHICUM, BURDICK, 2ND 
ALBERT S. COOK LIBRARY, GENERAL SERVICES, AUBURN HOUSE, 
ENROLLMENT SERVICES, RESIDENCE TOWER, UNIVERSITY UNION, CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS 
CAMPUS, 
CA. 1963 
CAMPUS 
CONSTRUCTION 
TOWSON STATE UNIVERSITY 
(TSU) ERA 
1976-1997 
Iran Hostage Crisis, 
1979-1981 
We Are the World, 1985 
Oklahoma City Bombing, 
1995 
First U.S. Gulf War, 
1990-1991 
Los Angeles Race Riots, 
1992 
World Wide Web 
Publicly Debuts, 
1991 
Fall of the 
Berlin Wall, 1989 
TSU PRESIDENTS 
James L. Fisher 
1969-1976 
Hoke L. Smith 
1976-1997 
TSU ACADEMIC PROGRAM 
1976: TSC ACHIEVES 
UNIVERSITY STATUS 
1981: ESTABLISHES SIX COLLEGES -  ALLIED 
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION, EDUCATION, 
FINE ARTS AND COMMUNICATION, LIBERAL ARTS, 
NATURAL AND MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES; AND 
THE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS 
1988 – TSU BECOMES PART OF 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
SYSTEM, NKA THE UNIVERSITY 
SYSTEM OF MARYLAND TSU EXPANDS OFFERINGS AT THE 
MASTER’S LEVEL: OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL WRITING, 
COMPUTER SCIENCE, THEATER 
ARTS 
TSU CAMPUS 
12 NEW STRUCTURES: HAWKINS, LECTURE, MINNEGAN STADIUM, 
PSYCHOLOGY, TOWSON CENTER, GLEN COMPLEX, GLEN DINING, UNION 
GARAGE, STEPHENS ANNEX, BURKSHIRE APTS, TOWSON RUN 
CAMPUS 
CONSTRUCTION 
CAMPUS AT THE 
TURN OF THE NEW 
MILLENNIUM 
TSU ENROLLMENT 
1997:  15,544 
INCLUDING 
UNDERGRADUATES, 
GRADUATES, ETC. 
5% DECREASE 
OVER 21 YEARS 
1976: 16,427 STUDENTS 
(INCL. EVENING STUDENTS AND 
GRADUATE STUDENTS) 
TOWSON UNIVERSITY 
(TU) ERA 
1997-PRESENT 
War in Afghanistan begins, 2001 
iPhone debuts, 2007 
September 11, 2001 
Lewinsky Scandal, 1995-1998 
Hurricane Katrina, 2005 
Fall of Baghdad, 2003 
Web 2.0, 2003 
TU PRESIDENTS 
Hoke L. Smith 
1997-2001 
Robert L. Caret 
2003-2011 
Mark L. Perkins 
2001-2002 
Maravene Loeschke 
2012- 
TU ACADEMIC PROGRAM 
2010*: 5 DOCTORAL PROGRAMS, 
45 MASTER’S PROGRAMS, 63 
UNDERGRADUATE MAJORS; 
ADDS HONORS COLLEGE & 
GRAD SCHOOL BECOMES 
COLLEGE OF GRAD STUDIES 
TU  BECOMES MARYLAND’S 
METROPOLITAN 
UNIVERSITY 
1997: 23 MASTER’S 
PROGRAMS, 40+ 
UNDERGRADUATE 
MAJORS 
*2009: BHU 
BECOMES THE BHI 
AT TOWSON 
TU ENROLLMENT 
1997:  15,544 INCLUDING 
UNDERGRADUATES, 
GRADUATES, ETC. 
TODAY: 21,840 (FALL 2010) 
INCLUDING FT/PT 
UNDERGRAD AND GRAD 
27% INCREASE 
OVER 13 YEARS 
TU CAMPUS 
13 NEW STRUCTURES: AUBURN PAVILION, MILLENNIUM HALL, SCHUERHOLZ BASEBALL 
COMPLEX, LANDSCAPE SERVICES, 7200 YORK RD., CHILDCARE CENTER, HARRIET TUBMAN 
HOUSE, WILLIAM PACA HOUSE, CLA 1, CLA 2, WEST VILLAGE, DOUGLASS DORM, BARTON 
DORM 
CAMPUS  GROWTH INTENSIFIES 
CAMPUS AT THE TURN OF THE NEW 
MILLENNIUM 
A LOT HAS CHANGED IN ALMOST 150 YEARS: 
 
•LOCATION: 4 RELOCATIONS 
 
•FOOTPRINT: FROM 80 TO 328 ACRES 
 
•BUILDINGS: FROM 3 TO 44 STRUCTURES 
 
•COURSE OFFERINGS: FROM TEACHER EDUCATION TO 
COMPREHENSIVE LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES PROGRAM 
 
•ENROLLMENT: FROM 11 TO 21,177, WITH A PROJECTED 
INCREASE IN 2016 TO 25,000 
 
•DIVERSITY – FROM PRIMARILY MARYLAND STUDENTS TO 
STUDENTS FROM THE GEOGRAPHIC REGION AND 
INTERNATIONAL LOCATIONS 
COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW 
A LOT HAS STAYED THE SAME: 
 
•GROWTH  
 
•CONSTRUCTION 
 
•PARKING ISSUES 
 
•STRONG FOCUS ON TEACHER EDUCATION 
 
•EMPHASIS ON TEACHING AND APPLIED RESEARCH 
 
•COMMUNITY CONNECTION  LOCALLY, STATEWIDE, 
AND REGIONALLY 
COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW 
